
Aldwincle
& Wadenhoe
Riverside Walks
Including Achurch
& Thorpe Waterville

Walk 1 - Aldwincle and the River Nene
Rich in history and wildlife, the attractive villages of
Aldwincle and Wadenhoe are nestled in a dramatic curve
of the River Nene. Why not enjoy a walk along the banks of
the river or a stroll amongst limestone, slate and thatched
cottages?

The villages of Aldwincle and Wadenhoe are located
approximately 4 miles from Thrapston, in the north-east of the
county.

Starting at the south end of
the village near All Saints’
church and the Rectory,
head east via the footpath
to reach the road and
Brancey Bridge. Crossing
over the road you can
follow a riverside path
along Harper’s Brook and
the River Nene, until you
join up with the Nene Way.
At this point you can head

north to Wadenhoe; or
return to Aldwincle,
passing alongside
Aldwincle Pocket Park to
emerge on Main Street, a
short distance from the
Old Rectory and your
starting point.
Walk approx 2 hours.
Path alongside River
Nene may be muddy.

Walk 2 - Wadenhoe and Achurch
Beginning at the King’s
Head, head south and
uphill to St. Michael and All
Angel’s church at the
southern end of the village.
Follow the footpath that
heads north and then
takes you around the area
of earthworks known as
Castle Close. When you
emerge on Main Street,
head across the village
green towards the war
memorial and then double
back along Pudding Lane
to reach Pilton Road.
Passing by Wadenhoe

dovecote which stands in
the stable yard of
Wadenhoe House, turn
into Mill Lane. From here
you can follow the Nene
Way across a water
meadow and the river to
St. John the Baptist, parish
church of Achurch. A short
walk along a country lane
through the village takes
you to a footpath that will
allow you to double back
through the fields to
Wadenhoe.
Walk approx 1.5 hours.
Steep climb to church.

Achurch
Achurchwasoncepartof
theLilfordParkEstate.A
famousdescendantofthe
villagewasJohnQuincy
Adams,sixthPresidentof

theUSA,relatedto
AchurchresidentsEdmund
andJudithQuincywho
travelledtoAmericainthe
1630s.

Wildlife
Thetraditionallymanaged
farmlandontheRiverNene
floodplainbetween
AldwincleandWadenhoe
isahavenformanykinds

ofwildlife.Lookoutfor
snipeandheron,
magnificentpollarded
willowsorevenotters.

AchurchMeadow/WadenhoeMarsh
ThissiteofSpecial
ScientificInterestwithits
flower-richwaterside
meadows,riverside
woodlandandmarshy

grasslandsprovidesideal
habitatsforwadingbirds
andover100speciesof
floweringplants.

TitchmarshLocalNatureReserve&Heronry
Withitsfootpathsandbird
hides,theReserveisan
idealvenueforwatching
birdssuchasgoosander

andkingfishersaswellas
beinghometomany
plants,butterfliesand
dragonflies.

TheLinches
Thisformerestate
woodlandcreatedatthe
endofthe18thcentury
waspartofLilfordPark.
Mainlypine,sycamoreand
beechalongwithsome

elmandash.Lookoutfor
bluebellsandthehairstreak
butterfly.Shootingtakes
placeinthesewoods,so
pleasekeeptothepath
withdogsonalead.

Wadenhoe

Wadenhoeisavillageof
attractivestonebuildings
andarichhistoryprobably
datingbacktoSaxon
times.Thenamemay
comefromaSaxonlord

“Wada”anda“Hoo/Hoe”-
spurofland/hillorfromthe
OldEnglish“waden”or
“Ford”.Thevillage’smany
interestingsitesand
buildingsareworthavisit.

St.MichaelandAllAngels’Church

Theparishchurchhas
Anglo-Saxonpartsanda
12thcenturysaddleback
towerbutismainly14th
centuryindate.Treasures
todiscoverincludeitssix
bells(saidtobethemost
musicalinthecounty),the
GreenMancarvingsinside,

thescratchdials(sundials)
outsideandthestained
glasswindows,includinga
memorialtotheRt.Hon.
GeorgeWard-Hunt,owner
oftheWadenhoeEstate
andtheChancellorofthe
Exchequerin1868.

CastleClose

Theearthworksnexttothe
churchareknownas
CastleClose.Recent
investigationfindsevidence
ofmedievalbuildings-

possiblya13thor14th
centurymanorhouse,
thoughitisunlikelythatit
waseverthesiteofa
medievalcastle.

WadenhoeHouse

ThismagnificentJacobean
housewasextensively
remodelledbyGeorge
Ward-Huntinthe19th
century.Ward-Huntissaid
tohavehadthefirstrural

telegraphoffice(atthePost
Office)installedin
Wadenhoetokeepin
touchwithgovernment
business.

Aldwincle
TheloopoftheRiverNene
probablygaveAlwincleits
name,itwasrecordedin
theDomesdayBookas
Eldwincle-aSaxonname
“Ealda”andtheOld
English“Wincle”meaning
oldnookorcorner.

Settlementheredates
backevenfurther,witha
Romansettlement
discoveredsouthofthe
village.Until1879the
villagehadtwoparishes,
eachwithachurch,rectory
andmanor.

AllSaints’Church
Datingbacktothe13th
centurywithapinnacled
andcarved15thcentury
tower,AllSaints’church
hasbeendisusedforover
ahundredyears.Nowin

thecareofthechurches
ConservationTrust,the
keyholderlivesnearbyif
youwouldliketoview
inside.

TheOldRectory
OppositeAllSaints’
Churchstandsthestone,
plasterandthatch
birthplaceofJohnDryden,
17thcenturyPoetLaureate

toKingCharlesII.Bornin
1631,Drydengained
renownasaplaywright
andpoet,beingburiedin
WestminsterAbbey.

St.Peter’sChurch
Thebeautifulbroachspire,
towerandchancelofSt.
Peter’sdatetothelate
14thcentury,butthereis
evidenceofearlierNorman
origins.Thechurchhas
wonderfulstainedglass-

lookoutforthefiguresof
St.GeorgeandSt.
Christopher.Outsidea
carvedfriezeofanimals
andbirdsencirclesthe
building.

This information can be provided in
other languages and formats upon
request, such as large print, Braille
and CD. Contact 0300 126 1000.
Northamptonshire County Council
Highways, Transportation & Infrastructure
Riverside House, Riverside Way, Bedford Road, Northampton NN1 5NX
Telephone: 0300 126 1000.
Email: rowip@northamptonshire.gov.uk
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

Northamptonshire County Council is committed to encouraging
sustainable travel to become a cleaner, greener and more
prosperous county.

Plan ahead - it may be easier to cycle or catch a bus to the start
of your walk than to drive. Consider car sharing if you can -
fewer cars means fewer queues. If you need to drive please
consider the needs of cyclists, pedestrians and local access by
parking considerately in the villages.
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County Connect is a new type of rural bus service that goes
where and when you want within the designated areas.
The timetable is designed around you!
www.county-connect.co.uk Tel: 0845 456 4474
Email: countyconnect@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Text ‘CountyConnect’ and your message to 82727 and they will
call you back.
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