
DiD you Know?
The star attraction of Wellingborough’s Zoo park was a baby 
elephant called Ranee.  But in 1949 she was bought by Billy 
Smart’s Circus, and packed her trunk for a life in show business.  
Renamed ‘Birma’, she travelled with the world famous circus, 
performing in his shows for more than 20 years.  She is reputed 
to still be alive today!

6. Tithe Barn 
This Grade I listed Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, is believed to have been built in 
c1400 and used by the Monks of Croyland 
to store the tithe from the town’s crops 
and fleeces.

5b. Croyland Gardens 
The gently sloping landscape surrounding 
Croyland Abbey and Croyland Hall, leads 
down towards the Swanspool Brook. Given 
to the town by Miss Rowlatt, it adjoins the 
site of Wellingborough Zoo Park, which was 
opened by Mr Stevens in 1943 and closed 
in 1970.

8. High Street 
Walking the length of the High Street, 
there are several examples of Grade II 
listed architecture such as the circular 
‘’pork pie” design of the United Reformed 
Church which was built in 1875 as 
the Congregational Church. Notice the 
ironstone in 29 and 30 High Street, the 19th 
century Queens Hall, up to the old Royal 
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes building 
and the Oak House Hotel on Broad Green.

9. Broad Green and the War 
Memorial 
Broad Green offers the Grade II listed War 
Memorial accompanied by listed lamp 
standards, with many ironstone buildings 
around. 

10. Hatton Hall 
In the 15th Century, Sir Christopher Hatton 
owned the manor lands of Wellingborough. 
He sponsored expeditions to find new lands 
including the explorations of Francis Drake, 
who named one of his ships The Golden Hind 
(The namesake of the Hind Hotel no 7). The 
facade of the building remains as original.

11. 28 Church Street 
Part of a small terrace of Grade II listed 
buildings, occupied from 1594 as cottages. This 
Council owned building was renovated in 2010 
and includes a sympathetic extension.

12. Church Hall Built in 1621 as the 
Grammar School and Lower Free School, it was 
restored in 1904 and used as the Church Hall. 
Take the path through the churchyard to enyoy 
the whole building.

13. All Hallows Church Dating from 
Saxon times, the site has been used for 
worship for 1100 years. The existing church 
has a Norman doorway and most of the church 
dates from the 12th to 17th centuries.

14. Cambridge and Market Streets’  
Although the buildings may not all remain 
as retail shops, many of the 18th century 
buildings have retained their facades and their 
character.

For more information on Wellingborough’s history and heritage 
projects please visit www.wellingborough.gov.uk/history  
or www.wellingborough.gov.uk/hlf to find out more about our 
Heritage Lottery Funded projects. 

Or visit the Wellingborough Museum, 12 Castle Way, 
Wellingborough, NN8 1XB. 01933 276 838

For further information on Northamptonshire and its history and heritage please visit www.letyourselfgrow.com/heritage

7. The Hind Hotel 
Built in the 1640s, the hotel is reputed to 
have provided accommodation to Oliver 
Cromwell’s Ironsides prior to the Battle of 
Naseby in 1645. 
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1. Wellingborough Museum 
Built by William Dulley in 1892 as a public 
swimming baths, it was converted to George 
Cox’s shoe factory in 1920 and remained as 
such until 1996. Staffed by volunteers, it has 
housed the town’s museum since 2007. Many 
original features remain, including a section of 
the pool. 

2. Swanspool House and Gardens 
A fine example of 18th Century Georgian 
architecture gifted to the town in 1919 by 
F. C. Chamberlain, now used as Council offices. 
The gardens are open to the public.

3. The Golden Lion Public House 
Built in 1540 as a yeoman’s house, in Victorian 
times it became a pub and retains its minstrels’ 
gallery. This is the oldest existing public house 
in the town.
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4. Tudor House 
This thatched Grade II listed building, was built 
in the 16th century. For many years it was 
an antiques shop and was restored by David 
Dulley in the 1920s. It is now a restaurant.

5a. Croyland Abbey and Hall 
The Abbey was established by the monks 
of Croyland or Cruiland (now Crowland of 
Lincolnshire) who farmed the land until 
the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539. 
The current building is now predominantly 
Jacobean. The adjoining Croyland Hall was 
originally a farmhouse, later owned by the 
Whitworth family and by Mr William Dulley of 
Dulley’s Brewery.

Wellingborough’s 
heritage trail starts at the 
Wellingborough Museum 
and then leads you around 
the town to reveal some 
hidden architectural gems.  
It finishes in Market Street 
and Cambridge Street 
where you can see many  
 examples of   
 Wellingborough’s  
   historic character.


