
Titchmarsh
Heritage Trail

10 Brook Farm House
This is believed to be the 
oldest existing house in the 
village, its footings dating back 
to Tudor times.

11 Brookside House,
4,Polopit
This large farmhouse has 
the date 1628 above one 
of the windows.  It was, 
reputedly, the home 

of Erasmus and Mary Dryden and their 14 children, one of 
whom was John Dryden, the first poet laureate.  Although 
John was born in the nearby village of Aldwincle, he grew 
up in Titchmarsh and received his early education here.

12 The Clubroom
Dating from 1862, the 
Clubroom has been a 
centre of village life for 
over 150 years.  Its name 

is derived from its  original purpose as a home for the 
Titchmarsh Benefit Club.  In 1923 the building was 
purchased for the village by the fifth Lord Lilford.

Titchmarsh boasts a long and colourful history.  
Pieces of pottery, worked flints and crop marks 
all bear evidence of pre-Roman occupation.  The 
Romans drove two roads through the parish and 
also settled here, but it was the Anglo-Saxons 
whom we have to thank for the name of the village, 
Ticceanmersce or Ticcea’s Marsh gradually evolving 
to Tichmarsh and eventually to Titchmarsh.

For seven centuries, the history of the village was 
dominated by four families: the Lovells who erected 
the castle; the Pickerings, the lords of the manor 
and influential supporters of Cromwell in the Civil 
War; the Drydens, the family of John Dryden, the 
first poet laureate; and the Powys family – the Lords 
Lilford – who owned much of the parish from 1778 
to 1946.

Up to the Second World War, Titchmarsh was 
essentially an agricultural village with the majority 
of villagers either working on farms or on activities 
related to farming.  It was largely self-sufficient with 
a variety of trades and shops and, at one stage, six 
public houses.   Today most villagers are employed 
away from the village and only one shop and pub 
remain.

Although in recent years there have been many 
changes to the village landscape, there remain 
several reminders of its rich heritage.  The trail will 
lead you to some of the more significant of these.  
Enjoy your walk.

For further information, please visit
the village website at
www.titchmarsh.info

Illustrated by Shirley Curtis

A walking guide for visitors
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1 Titchmarsh Shop
The shop was opened 
in 2007 by the TV 
personality, Alan 
Titchmarsh.  It occupies 
the building in which was 
originally kept the village 
fire engine, a hand

operated pump that required ten men to operate 
using a stirrup action.  If the fire was some way away, 
the engine had either to be pulled by a horse or 
transported on a farm wagon.

2 St Mary the Virgin Church
The church has been the centre 
of worship for the village 
for nearly a thousand years. 
Although most of the building 
dates from the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, there are the 
remains of a Norman doorway in 
the chancel.

3 Old Rectory
This magnificent building 
dates from 1861.  It was 
built on the site of a previous 
rectory that had fallen into 

disrepair.  The building, which since 1965 has been a private 
house, contained the parish rooms where church meetings 
were held.

4 Almshouses
This magnificent row of 
houses dates from 1756 and 
was founded as ‘a hospital 
for eight poor widows or 
maidens of the parish of 

Titchmarsh’. Strict rules were stipulated for residents: no 
drinking or card playing; no quarrelling; and a requirement 
for regular attendance at church. The row now comprises six 
recently modernised homes.

5 No.6 Church Street
This small cottage is believed to date from the late 1600s or 
early 1700s. Once known as Glebe Cottage, it was owned 
by the church. Since the 1940s it has been privately owned.  
There is a step down into the cottage from the small doorway, 
the ground floor being below the level of the street.

6 The Chapel
This Wesleyan Chapel was erected in 
1871 to cater for the sizeable number of 
non-conformists who were living in the 
village at the time.  In the early days,

a minister from Thrapston led the congregation but increasingly the 
role was taken on by lay members from the community. In the 1980s, 
dwindling attendance and the death of key members led to the 
closure of the chapel.

8 Castle Mound
All that remains of the castle are the earthworks in this 
field.  The date of its construction is not known but it 
was likely to have been sometime in the twelfth century 
and was the principal residence of the Lovell family.  It 
was described in 1346 as ‘moated round and enclosed 
with a stone wall after the manner of a castle.’  By 1363 
it was already in a ruinous condition and the stone was 
used to build some of the houses in the neighbourhood, 
including a new manor house which in turn has since 
been demolished.

9 The Old Bakehouse
This building was for 
many years one of the two 
bakehouses in the village.  
Older villagers fondly recall 
buying bread warm from the 

ovens or standing in line on a Sunday morning waiting for 
their Sunday roast to be ready.  Often it was the fathers who 
took the meat to be roasted while they went to the pub 
until it was ready.

7 The Wheatsheaf
Titchmarsh’s only 
remaining public 
house.  Originally just 
the building on the 
corner, it was later 
expanded to take in the 
two cottages next door. 
These now comprise 
the restaurant area.
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