
DiD you Know?
Higham Ferrers is the birthplace of Henry Chichele, 
the longest serving Archbishop of Canterbury. 

For further information on Northamptonshire and its history and heritage please visit www.letyourselfgrow.com/heritage

4. Chichele College. The 15th century 
college once provided for eight canons, four 
clerks, six choristers, a song master and a 
grammar master. They lived and worked 
together saying daily prayers for the Royal 
family, the Chichele family and ‘the souls of 
the faithful departed’. The college fell into 
disrepair following the dissolution of the 
monasteries by Henry VIII and was used as an 
inn and a farm, before being taken over by 
the Ministry of Works and subsequently by 
English Heritage. The College is now managed 
by Higham Ferrers Tourism on behalf of 
English Heritage.

5. The Saffron Moat is known locally as 
‘the Cup and Saucer’ which supplied fish for 
the benefit of those living in the college.

8. The Chantry Chapel. This graceful 
15th century building, in the ‘Perpendicular 
Gothic’ style, is very reminiscent of Kings 
College in Cambridge and is believed to have 
been commissioned by Henry Chichele. The 
building served as a school until 1906 and 
then as a chapel. Note the wooden porch 
dated 1636, with 17th and 18th century 
schoolboy carvings.

9. St Mary’s Church has a superbly 
carved steeple soaring to 170ft. Notice the 
magnificent 13th century west doorway, with 
stone carvings depicting the life of Christ.

The unusual double-naved interior is rich 
with woodwork, dominated by a Rood Screen 
by Sir Ninian Comper, splendid stained glass 
windows and fine brasses. The Wardeyn Cross, 
in the churchyard, signified the religious 
centre of the town and dates from the early 
14th century.

10.  The Bede House (Bede meaning 
prayer) was founded by Henry Chichele as a 
dwelling place for twelve poor men of the 
parish and one woman to act as housekeeper. 
The Bedesmen were given one penny per day, 
free fuel and a clothing allowance. In return 
they had to live by a timetable of prayer and 
manual work and abide by a strict set of rules. 
Bedesmen lived here until the 18th century 
and the building is now used as a community 
hall.

6. The Green Dragon was an important 
17th century coaching inn on the London to 
Leicester run. The archway from the main 
road led to stables at the rear of the inn 
and the blacksmiths forge was conveniently 
located next door.

7. The Dovecote and Castle Field 
rabbit warren. Behind the Green Dragon 
is the site of what was once Higham Castle. 
Built in the 12th century in the Motte and 
Bailey style, it would have extended north 
towards Castle Field. The existing mound 
is believed to have once been the castle 
warren where rabbits were bred for food and 
skins. The castle was demolished in 1523.

The main source of food for castle 
inhabitants would have been pigeons and 
the dovecote in the Green Dragon garden is 
the last survivor of three known dovecotes. 
This one dates from the 16th century.

For further information 

Visit www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/tourism for ideas on 
places to visit in East Northamptonshire. Contact the Oundle 
Customer Service Centre on 01832 274333. For further information 
on Higham Ferrers visit www.highamferrersonline.co.uk, 
www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk, www.stmaryhighamferrers.org 



2. The Town Hall and Market Square. 
The Town Hall was built in 1808 and served as 
the local ‘lock-up’ and court house until the 
1930s. The Market Cross is one of four original 
and two remaining crosses. Standing at 14ft in 
height, the single shaft of stone was erected 
in the 14th century. The base and supports are 
later additions.

3. Birthplace of Henry Chichele. 
67 High Street is believed to be the birthplace 
of Higham Ferrers’ most famous son, Henry 
Chichele. Henry’s family were successful 
farmers, with his father being Mayor of 
Higham in 1373 and his brother holding 
the position of Mayor of London  from 
1411-1421. Recognised as being a bright 
pupil at an early age by the town school 
master, Henry was taken under the wing of 
the Bishop of Winchester and went on to 
become a successful priest, administrator and 
diplomat. He served as Chancellor of Salisbury 
and Bishop of St. David’s, before becoming 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1414. Chichele 
held this position for 29 years until his death 
in 1443 and is buried in Canterbury Cathedral. 

1. The Church House is reputed to be 
one of the oldest buildings and is believed 
to be one of the ancestral homes of George 
Washington. Lawrence Washington, Mayor 
of Northampton in 1532 and again in 1545, 
probably lived here prior to taking over the 
lease of the Tudor Manor House in Midland 
Road in 1530. Washington  purchased the 
Sulgrave Manor farm in 1549. His direct 
descendant, John Washington, moved to 
Virginia in 1655 and his great-grandson 
George, became President of the United States 
of America.   

Higham Ferrers 
Heritage Trail

Higham Ferrers 
Heritage Trail 
Although the site of a Roman 
settlement, Higham Ferrers derives 
its name from the Anglo-Saxon 
term ‘Hecham’ (Heck - high, on a 
hill – Ham – important enclosure). 
The name ‘Ferrers’ was added 
during the 13th century, when the 
Lord of the Manor, William De 
Ferrers, granted the first of many 
important charters to the town. 
Over the next two hundred years, 
Higham Ferrers became a wealthy 
and important town in the area 
and this is reflected in some of 
its fine architecture, not least of 
which, the magnificent Church of 
St Mary the Virgin. Today, Higham 
Ferrers is a thriving market town, 
with a variety of good quality 
shops, bars and restaurants to suit 
all tastes.  
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Further 
Afield

Stanwick Lakes 
has over 7 miles 
of footpaths, 
cyclepaths 
and adventure 
playground. Tel: 
01933 625522.


